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Auf der Maur, Melissa. Even Good Girls Will
Cry: A’90s Rock Memoir. DaCapo. Mar.
2026. ISBN 9780306833755. 432p. $32.50.
MEMOIR

Former Smashing Pumpkins and Hole bass-
ist Auf der Maur’s new memoir is a revealing
tale of a talented artist and musician growing
up in the spotlight. Beginning with her aus-
picious debut at the Reading Music Festival
in 1994, the author journeys back in time
to her bohemian life with her parents in
Montreal. Her mother, a feminist journalist
from Massachusetts, raised Auf der Maur
primarily on her own. Her father, another
well-known journalist, became a symbol of
the Quebecois movement. During her time
taking music and art lessons and traveling
the world with her parents, Auf der Maur
became enmeshed in the Montreal music

Christian, Margena A. It's No Wonder: The
Life and Times of Motown’s Legendary
Songwriter Sylvia Moy. DaCapo. Feh. 2026.
ISBN 9780306833632. 304p. $30. BI0GRAPHY
Sylvia Moy’s name may not be familiar to
readers, but the songs she wrote—"It Takes
Two,” “This Old Heart of Mine,” “Forget
Me Not”—will be. Although Moy (1938—
2017) initially hoped to be a performer, her
recruitment by Motown in 1963 redirected
her musical skills toward writing lyrics
and crafting songs for the label’s material-
hungry needs. Despite her successes, Moy
fought for opportunities to produce songs
and be credited for her work. Christian’s
biography of Moy offers some insight into
Sylvia’s early musical aspirations and her later
nonprofit work; however, the heart of the
book lies in Moy’s seven years at Motown
and her collaborations with Stevie Wonder,

MUST-SEE FILMS
IN THE STYLE OF THE

VANESSA DiAZ & SUSPENSE MASTER

PETRA R. RIVERA-RIDEAU

HITCHCOCKIAN
THRILLERS

ALICE BABER

AN ARTIST'S TRIUMPH OVER TRAGEDY

GAIL LEVIN AUTHor o tec krasnen

STEPHEN
REBELLO

scene, playing with various bands and pro-
curing DJ gigs. She would be scouted by
the team representing the grunge band Hole
and, at 22, become the band’s bassist. This
memoir doesn’t shy away from the gruel-
ing tour schedules, rehearsals, or the fiery
moods of her former bandmates in Hole
and, later, Smashing Pumpkins. But Auf
der Maur remains a measured, steady pres-
ence among the music hoopla and learns the
harsh lessons of life as a professional musi-
cian. VERDICT A rich tale of a musician com-
ing of age in the alternative scene.—Leah Huey
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who by 1965 had nearly been written off
by the label. Moy’s determination to work
with him resulted in career-saving hits such
as “Uptight,” “I Was Made To Love Her,”
and “My Cherie Amour.” Years later, Won-
der credited Moy with helping him develop
his own skill as a lyricist. VERDICT A solid
resource for those interested in this talented
songwriter and in a ground-level view of a
writer at Motown in its heyday. Christian
has constructed a worthy biography that
will hopefully create broader mainstream
awareness of her.—Kathleen McCallister
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Currey, Mason. Making Art and Making

a Living: Adventures in Funding a

Creative Life. Celadon. Mar. 2026. ISBN
9781250824523. 240p. $30. BIOGRAPHY

In this entertaining work, Currey (Daily
Rituals: How Artists Work) explores how art-
ists—philosophers, writers, filmmakers,
musicians, and visual artists—have funded
their artistic projects. Writing in a conversa-
tional tone, he explores the careers and lives
of many famous and not-so-famous artists.
The book includes an astonishing array of
creatives, including Black artists and women
artists such as Romare Bearden, Augusta
Savage, and Chantal Ackerman. Artists have
long relied on financial support from pa-
trons or governments, a situation unchanged
since Petrarch’s time. Despite having a sec-
tion called “Family Money,” Currey finds
that most artists were not wealthy. A few of
them, such as Charles Baudelaire, relied on
an allowance, which freed them from se-
curing ordinary work. Others had day jobs
or parallel careers, like poet John O’Hara,
who wrote his famous Lunch Poems while
on break from his regular job, working at
the Museum of Modern Art. Some artists,
such as Petah Coyne, had a parallel, creative
career—hers was in advertising—while oth-
ers had a series of odd or temporary jobs.
VERDICT While artists will not find advice
on funding their own projects, Currey’s
tribute is great reading for art lovers and his-
torians.—Chantal Walvoord

*Gershon, Gina. AlphaPussy: How |
Survived the Valley and Learned To Love

My Boobs. Akashic. Mar. 2026. ISBN
9781636142814, 288p. $26.95. MEMOIR
Actor Gershon’s (In Search of Cleo) memoir
is a joyous romp by a consummate story-
teller with a wealth of anecdotes to share.
Beginning with her quirky coming-of-age
experiences growing up in the bizarre 1970s
culture of California’s San Fernando Valley,
she then details the challenging days of her
struggling acting career. She provides vivid
glimpses behind the scenes of the entertain-
ment industry, from New York to Holly-
wood. In a wide-ranging background that
includes film (Shougirls), Broadway (Cabaret,
Boeing-Boeing), and television (Curb Your En-
thusiasm), her tales focus on everything from
dodgy auditions and eccentric directors to
memorable encounters with famous names
such as Bob Fosse and Prince. Gershon
weaves in perceptive observations about
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